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sider it if I were a judge sitting upon the bench deciding
the rights or wrongs of a particular case."

The verdict of the Sampson-Schley court of inquiry, after
having been approved by the Secretary of the Navy, was,
at Schley's request, referred to the President for review
on January 7,1902, and on February 18 following the Pres-
ident confirmed it on the ground that it decreed substantial
justice.

General Miles got himself into further trouble with the
War Department a few weeks later. He made formal ap-
plication on February 17, 1902, to the Secretary of War to
be sent to the Philippines, with ten men of his own selection
from Cuba and Porto Eico, to take full control there from
the military and civil authorities, conduct a thorough in-
quiry, and return with such a number of native Filipinos
as seemed desirable, and then enter into consultation with
members of Congress as to a plan for the future control
of the islands.

Secretary Boot, in a memorandum dated March 5, 1902,
which was approved by the President, denied the applica-
tion, saying that to grant it would practically be to super-
sede Governor Taft and General Chaffee, who were in
charge of the Philippines, and would be a reflection on their
successful conduct of affairs in the islands. To this Gen-
eral Miles replied in a letter, March 24,1902, reviewing the
action of the President and Secretary, endeavoring to show
it had been wrong, and assuming as evidence of his conten-
tion that certain charges which had been, made of official
misconduct in the Philippines were true, although they were
at the time under investigation and unproved. On this
letter Secretary Boot made a memorandum, on March 25,
1902, reviewing the General's conduct in the matter and
saying:

"In the interest of good discipline and effective service
such a course is much to be regretted. Such charges ought
not to be published against our countrymen, whom we have
sent to labor and fight under our flag on the other side